
St. Andrew's Vestry Minutes
5/14/2019

Members Present: Fr. Jeff Packard, Bruce Cramer, Tom Dauler, Andrea deCarle, Michele Hamilton, 
Greg Loviscky, Kevin Lowe, Jason McCloskey, Connie Puckett, Steven Smith, 
Scott Strouse, Kathryn Yahner   

Members Absent: Christina Ford 
Guests: Julie Kwasnica
Clerk: Kevin Lowe
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.

I. Opening Prayer - Fr. Jeff

II. Minutes
Motion: Steven Smith;  2nd Greg Loviscky – Accept the minutes of the April vestry meeting as 
distributed. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension.

III. Reports
 A. Rector's Report - see Attachment I
 B. Wardens

◦ Junior Warden - one additional pledge came in - up to 147 pledges
▪ going to work on gathering stewardship committee to begin planning for next year

 C. Treasurer - distributed electronically prior to meeting
◦ April income was low, but year to date is still in the black
◦ Parish Life has spent two-thirds of its annual budget and may need to increase its budget 

next year (esp. if coffee hour supplies need to be purchased)
◦ Nancy Addison fund (Centre Foundation) exists but is not listed in the report

 D. Committees and other ministries
◦ Finance Committee: Trader Joe's is requiring St. Andrew's to “become a member of the 

Food Bank” in order to receive donations for the Cafe. 
▪ Sharon Rovansek is going to send the Cafe's financial reports to the Food Bank in 

order to join; hopefully this will satisfy Trader Joe's 
◦ Community Cafe: There was a conflict two weeks ago involving guests and the free food 

table which devolved into abusive language.
▪ Six people had to be thrown out, with threats of police  
▪ Ron Rovansek informed the Cafe board, and the take-home food table is being put on 

hold for the time being
◦ Children and Youth Committee: Request for information from 2018 time and talent cards 

to find people interested in the committee; committee will meet quarterly going forward
▪ Draft mission statement: TBD

◦ Property Committee: 
▪ Sarah will present the committee's five-year project plan at the June vestry meeting
▪ Proposal for the back stairs project will also be presented at the June meeting

◦ Parish Life Committee: Coffee hour is healthy in terms of attendance, but due to decreased 
food donations from Trader Joe's, there has been less food available lately
▪ May need better coordination with Cafe volunteers to reserve food for coffee hour



IV. Discussion of The Agile Church (Dwight Zscheile)
◦ Chapter 2: Faith and Spirituality in a Fluid and Insecure Age

▪ General agreement with description of “moralistic therapeutic deism”
▪ Is the culture a problem or an opportunity?
▪ Why do current churchgoers come to church?

◦ Chapter 3: Forming and Restoring Community in a Nomadic World
▪ What is our place in the story of Scripture?
▪ Meeting people where they are
▪ Finding/creating community in church
▪ How do we find the people who believe what we believe?

◦ Read Chapter 4 for June meeting (Kevin will lead); Chapter 5 July (Greg will lead); Chapter 6 
August

V. Old Business
◦ Updates to AIR:

• #7 - Safety committee made outlines of the building to post in rooms
• #13 - Second feasibility study for church+Trost wing will likely cost 15-20K
• #15 - Wendi Keeler and Pam Ferguson are excited to restart planned giving program

VI. New Business
◦ Sharon Rovansek requests approval to host a small DVD sale at coffee hour to benefit the 

archives
Motion: Steven Smith; 2nd Kathryn Yahner - Allow Sharon Rovansek's fundraiser 
request to benefit the archives to proceed whenever she selects a new date. Motion 
carried with no abstention or dissension. 

◦ Information supplied by consultant Marc Andonian regarding strategic planning
◦ Four-quadrant idea generation - put questions up on posters at coffee hour/church 

events in order to encourage people to brainstorm ideas
▪ These ideas from parishioners will be used to organize the vestry retreat
▪ Revisions to four quadrants: 

• Who/do/could we serve? 
• What does success look and feel like and how do we get there? 
• What ministries do we provide and who are our partners? 
• What are our special gifts as a parish?

VII. Closing Prayer and Benediction

Adjourned, 9:35pm
Minutes submitted by Kevin M. Lowe, Clerk



Attachment 1

Rector’s Report to the Vestry 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

1. Pastoral: 2 home/hospital Communions; NO funerals!; 1 ongoing wedding prep. 

2. Average Sunday Attendance: 194 

3. Finished up Lenten program on Wednesday evening, in addition to the Tuesday morning Bible 
study. There is interest in continuing the Tuesday morning study. 

4. Attended the renewal of ordination vows in Williamsport, 4/11 

5. Had video chat with Marc Andonian, consultant, and both wardens, 4/12 

6. Participated in the annual ecumenical/interfaith Peace Walk on Palm Sunday, 4/14 

7. Atrium Service: Once a month, on the third Wednesday, we lead a prayer/healing service at the 
Atrium at the Village at Penn State. The Hoovers have had the responsibility for this service for years. 
They are turning it over to Joe and me, with the help of several lay helpers. We attended the April 17 
service to observe how the service has been done. We will lead the service tomorrow for the first time 
without the Hoovers. 

8. The Hoovers will be at church this Sunday. They moved to Lancaster county just after Easter. 
Because of their schedule before their move, we were not able to acknowledge and celebrate them 
properly in church for the many and myriad contributions they have made to the life and ministry of St.
Andrew’s. So, this Sunday, in addition to Kevin Lowe being celebrated for graduating from EfM, we 
will say some nice things about the Hoovers. Not sure yet if they will be able to join us for the parish 
picnic following the service. If they can, we will have a cake for them. 

9. We had our Holy Week and Easter services 

10. I took a week off after Easter, 4/22-28. Peter Harer did supply in morning and John Harwood at the 
5:00. 

11. Attended Clergy Council with the bishop, 5/2 

12. Blessed a few bikes, 5/5 

13. Attended my third CREDO, 5/7-13. Couldn’t get supply for Sunday, 5/12. Joe led Morning Prayer, 
then due to a medical issue couldn’t do 5:00. They fended for themselves. CREDO is a week-long 
retreat for professional development that is sponsored by the Church Pension Group to promote clergy 
wellness. The CPG pays the largest portion of all the expenses for each clergy participant. We had 
presentations, workshops, and private consultations (if desired) with experts in four different areas: 
Vocation, Spirituality, Physical and Mental Health, and Finances. We were encouraged and facilitated 
in producing a rule of life for ourselves that considered each of the four areas and set goals for 
ourselves. 

14. Kistler Trust: We were informed (April 16) by the Trust’s lawyer, Richard Campbell, that the sales 
agreement would likely include a contingency for a variance that would allow the purchaser to move 
forward with their whole planned project of creating student housing. Then we were updated (April 30)



that the contingency would simply be for the approval of a 12-story building on the site, rather than for 
a 7-story student housing project. Negotiations continue. Once a sales agreement is signed, the 
purchaser will still have a full year to do due diligence. So, don’t expect anything to happen with this 
project any time soon. 

15. Ongoing: VELI—missed it this month due to CREDO; Diocesan Standing Committee; Monthly 
Episcopal Clericus; Bimonthly Clergy Council with Bishop; Bimonthly ecumenical local clergy group 

16. Upcoming: Doing a service at the Atrium tomorrow; Doing a service at Valley View Thursday; 
EfM Graduation (“Congrats, Kevin!”), Celebrate Hoovers, Parish Picnic, 5/19; Annual Diocesan 
Clergy Conference, 5/20-22 in Harrisburg; Recovery Sunday, 5/26—working on getting a guest 
speaker; Ascension Eve service, 5/29—new rector from St. John’s, Bellefonte preaching; Standing 
Committee/Commission on Ministry retreat, 5/31; Teacher appreciation, 6/2; Graduating seniors 
celebration, 6/9


