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ESSENGER 
 

M THE MONTHLY  
 

 

Jesus: Republican or Democrat? 

 These are difficult and divisive times in which we live. With all the issues that we 

face as a nation, we often find our faith clashing with law and public policy, our prayer 

lives bumping into our political lives. We find ourselves in social media or among 

coworkers, neighbors, and even family, divided on real and important issues. What is the 

right role for the Church in all of this? 

 Many have rightly pointed out that Christianity is inherently political. As soon as we 

say, “Jesus is Lord!” we make a political statement. The Gospel is concerned with both 

the individual and society. That being said, is Jesus a Republican or a Democrat? We 

could all proof-text our way to an argument for either. Personally, I get nervous when 

Jesus starts to sound like the chairman of a particular party’s national committee. So, can 

the Church be political, but not partisan? Yes, I think it can. The Gospel has much to say 

to critique the platforms on either side of the aisle. I know good people of faith who differ 

deeply on any given issue. 

 In considering the Church’s role we may look at different possibilities from our 

tradition. The Church could be prophetic - pointing to injustice in society, calling leaders 

to task, and encouraging Christian values at every level. The Church could be an 

incubator for public discourse - providing opportunity for civil (and dare we say, loving) 

discussion of the issues. 

 The prophetic model for the Church certainly has plenty of historical precedent. I 

wouldn’t want to argue against it. In fact, there are times (like the recent policy of 

wholesale separation of children from parents at the border) when the Church must speak 

clearly on an issue of justice or morality. However, do we need to take a position on every 

issue as a parish? The risk we take by taking stands and making pronouncements as a 

parish is the possibility of alienating a significant portion of our parishioners, depending 

on the stance and the issue. It seems to me that there is plenty of opportunity to be divided 

as a society these days. What is needed, and the gift that the Church is uniquely 

positioned to give to society, is a way to take our values and apply them to issues as they 

arise while maintaining trust, respect, and commitment to one another. 

 What distinguishes the community of the Church from the rest of society is our 

commitment to love one another as Christ loved us. By understanding our union with 

Christ and with one another as overarching any other affiliations, whether it is family, 

nationality, race, ethnicity, or political persuasion, we can be a model community for the 

larger society. We can show that it is possible to talk about difficult and divisive issues, 

and even to disagree about them, and still remain in Communion with one another. “For 

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Cor. 12:12) So, rather than be a hotbed of 

political activism, perhaps we can be an incubator for public discourse. 

Recently, our adult formation committee talked about the possibility of choosing 

themes to focus our various programs of Christian education and formation. It was 

suggested that we look at different issues, like immigration policy, violence and gun 

control, and other hot-button topics. If we decide to move in this direction, I hope that we  
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can do this in a way that all voices can be heard. Imagine a setting where we can have active engagement with 

the issues of the day, applying Biblical and Christian values to the decisions we all make as citizens, and 

valuing one another in the process. It sounds prophetic in more than one way - as a witness to the world of those 

Christian values, and as a witness to the power of being a loving community committed to one another in faith. 

Can we be a prophetic community? 

 

     Fr. Jeff + 

 
 
 
 
 
 
VESTRY UPDATE, Rick Hoover, Clerk of the Vestry 
June 2018 
 

 

The June vestry meeting was held on Tuesday, June 12. The treasurer’s report noted that 

operating expenses in May exceeded income, but the overall financial picture for the year 

is still positive. The vestry urges everyone to meet pledge commitments, especially 

throughout the summer vacation season. The many ministries of St. Andrew’s continue throughout the year, rain 

or shine, and your regular support is needed. Should you be absent from the parish over the summer, please 

remember that your contributions may be sent to the church office care of Mary Andrew. 

 

Fr. Jeff noted that he will go over the edge by rappelling down the new Fraser Center to participate in the OTE 

(Over the Edge) fundraiser in support of the Thriving in Ministry, State College, project. This project will be 

coordinated by State College Presbyterian Church in relationship with seven key partner congregations in 

downtown State College. The intention of the project is the building of a pastoral intern program in the 

participating churches whereby experienced clergy and seminarians are encouraged to participate in the life of 

local churches and the community at large. The amount of $1,000 has been set aside to match the first $1,000 in 

donations received to see Fr. Jeff go over the edge.  

 

The ongoing dialogue about models for Christian education at St. Andrew’s continued, and four models for 

education were presented. Because of the importance of the education program and the potential impact various 

models could have on Sunday service times as well as mid-week activities, a series of surveys and discussions 

will take place over the coming month. Please watch for special emails and announcements in the Sunday 

bulletin for details. Your input is important! 

 

Rick Hoover 

 

Rick Hoover 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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ST. ANDREW’S FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

 

May 2018 

  Total for % of 2018 

 May 2018 Budget BUDGET 

Parishioner 

Contributions $      31,271 $      231,546 49% 468,295 

Total Monthly 

Income $      34,895 $      252,977 49% 517,626 

Monthly Expense $      47,480 $      232,667 45% 517,626 

Surplus (Deficit) $      (12,585) $       20,310  (14,926) 

 
   *Includes pledges, plate offerings, and identified plate offering, plus special holiday offerings.  

 

 

May was a bit of a challenge as far as cash flow is concerned, with a deficit for the month. Overall, we still are 

ahead, having already received 49% of expected annual income, while spending 45% of that, although 42% 

would be the target for the end of May. The heating bills have dropped finally, but we did have to repair the 

heating system in the offices. Other large expenses in May, but still within the parameters of the budget included 

quarterly liability insurance payment, parish picnic expenses, Easter advertising in the papers, and the annual 

fee for Quickbooks software. 

We are in the early stages of setting up online giving capability through Realm software specifically designed 

for use by churches. This will also eventually be expanded to include a parish database and the parish directory 

that can be accessed by all parishioners. 

Enjoy your summer and pay your pledge! 

The complete financial report is available in the office. 

 

Sue Stephenson 

Treasurer 
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
Getting to know…Kathy Hickner 
 
I am really looking forward to this year of serving children, youth and families at St. Andrew’s! I know many of 

you but wanted to introduce myself to those I don’t know well yet. Mike and I have lived in State College for 

eleven years with our boys Gabe (13) and Nat (11). Mike is a professor of Materials Science in the College of 

Earth and Minerals Science at PSU. I have been involved at St. Andrew’s in various ways since we arrived in 

town, but when I am not doing that or keeping the home fires burning, I like to paint 

and draw, read, try to get outside, and attempt to keep up with movies and music. I 

have a bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies from Kenyon College in Ohio, where I 

became an enthusiastic Episcopalian at the loveliest, creakiest, smallest college chapel 

you can imagine (where I was later married), the Church of the Holy Spirit. I have 

done stints in social work, journalism, and elementary education before starting a 

family. I’ve been involved with education in the Episcopal church in some form or 

another for almost twenty years, and ever since I arrived at St. Andrew’s in 2007. At 

St. Andrew’s I’ve spent time with really little kids up through teenagers and have 

loved them all. I love singing silly songs with four-year-olds, watching them watch the 

Godly Play story as it unfolds in their hush, and hearing all their thoughts on 

everything. And I love the continuing shenanigans of high school kids, watching them 

knit themselves together into a group, witnessing their faith and expanding sense of 

themselves and the world. I am really happy when I am searching for something from my faith that could speak 

to kids, and also when I receive gifts of insight and kindness from them. And some of my best memories are 

from times of doing this work alongside the wonderful people at our church. There is so much to learn from the 

education leaders and teachers here. One of their secrets is how much you grow in your own faith as you 

attempt to share it with young people. Another thing to understand is that you rarely think you’re qualified to do 

it, but as you reach out in effort, you are met by God’s grace and something important happens.  

 

This is going to be a year of preparing our 

Journey young people for pilgrimage and 

keeping things lively and rich in our education 

rooms for younger kids. I am going to need 

patience and help as I get started doing this but 

am confident that good things will continue to 

happen as we all pool our gifts together and ask 

God to bless them! 

 

 

 

Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Kenyon 
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Churchsheets 

If you see kids in church this summer hunched over clipboards, they are not 

devising evil plans...well, probably not!  

We are trying out bulletins for kids of reading and writing age to use during 

worship. These are sheets that I design and they’re intended to give kids ways 

to engage with the liturgy and the experience of sitting in the sanctuary. 

Hopefully kids will be quiet-ish as they do this but be patient as we all figure 

out that part. Each Sunday, they’ll be asked questions about what they see in 

church, what words they notice from readings and prayers, who is doing what 

that day, what ideas stand out to them from the sermon, and questions that will 

help them reflect on their lives outside of church. If they complete and turn in 

four sheets before September 9, they will get a reward! Please feel free to take a 

look at these sheets when you come in to the narthex!  

 
Nursery 
Just a reminder: the Nursery is open and staffed during the 10:00 service during the summer and we welcome 

children of all ages. If you have any questions, please contact Julie Kwasnica. 
 

Dine to Donate 
Mark your calendars for the next Journey fundraiser. In the dog days of summer, take a break from the kitchen 

and treat yourself to a delicious meal – dine in or carry out. 20% of your bill will be donated to our Journey 

Youth. 
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ADULT EDUCATION  

 
 
Four Models 
Over the past few weeks we have been discussing Christian Education for all ages in the parish. In our most 

recent conversation, we looked at the pros and cons for four typical models -- Sunday during church, Sunday 

between the two services, Sunday later in the day, and not on Sunday. No single model stood out as 

being clearly the best or worst. One model that worked well for some members of our church family might not 

work so well for others. By the end of the meeting, those present began to discuss ways of combining the 

models. In order to begin planning our Fall programs in a timely fashion, we would like to have a final decision 

on how we will structure our Christian Education programs by the next vestry meeting, July 10th. 

Our plan for making this decision is as follows: 

Week 1: June 19-25 - Comments on Pros and Cons, Thoughts about Combinations 

Week 2: June 26-July 2 - Develop Concrete Proposals 

Week 3: July 3 - 9 - Survey voting on Concrete Proposals 

Week 1 

We have completed Week 1. Based on the input from the initial meeting, the committee developed a spreadsheet 

listing the pros and cons of each model. This was distributed to the parish by email and further comments and 

suggestions were invited. To view the spreadsheet, click here. 

Week 2 

An email outlining four draft proposals was sent to the parish this week and more feedback was invited. 

Additionally, a period of discussion was set aside at 9:15 a.m., Sunday, July 1, in Canterbury Hall. Following 

this meeting, specific proposals will be finalized. To see the draft proposals, click here. 

Week 3 

At the beginning of this week, the final versions of the proposals will be distributed to church members along 

with a link to a survey asking for people's opinions on the models.   

We look forward to hearing everyone's comments and are excited about the potential for better serving the needs 

of our entire church family. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hEHscG7RoNUVVjPGVEz52E53x6fb6JVjmRNrOb6kqCE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JpBRzi0mW1aWyaowAotsDQZq8xzFPVWy9QuGg9UY9ho/edit?usp=sharing
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Bible Study and Dinner 

Wednesdays July 18 & 25  
Room 325 (new location) 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

What is summer without a good beach book full of action, adventure, 

romance, intrigue, and, of course, a happy ending? And what could be 

better than the original “Good Book.?” 

Join us in an informal, come as you are, Bible Study offered on four Wednesday evenings this summer. The 

evening will begin with a meal (donations happily accepted,) followed by Bible study and a program for 

children and youth. Any questions, please see Fr. Jeff. 

 
 

MUSIC AT ST. ANDREW’S 
 

 
LYRA:  A Concert of Russian Orthodox Church Music 
Friday, September 28 
7:00 p.m. 

On Friday, September 28, LYRA, an a cappella group of six professional vocalists from St. Petersburg, Russia, 

will present a concert of Russian choral music at St. Andrew's. The first part of the concert - sacred music of 

Russian Orthodox church, includes ancient songs to works of famous masters and little-known but remarkable 

Russian composers of three centuries. The second part of their program is made up of Russian folk songs: 

comic, lyric, dancing, love songs. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the enormous Russian musical 

heritage and enjoy the sounds of Russia as interpreted by real Russians. All the singers are professionals singing 

in different professional choirs and opera houses of St. Petersburg. 

 

The concert will last about an hour and is free to the public. A free will offering will be taken. This will be the 

third time we have hosted this group at our church and you are in for a special treat. For a preview of their 

music, click the picture on the left. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27qI7fjxHYE
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Bach’s Goldberg Variations 

Pianist, Nathan Carterette 
Friday, September 14 
7:00 p.m. 
On Friday, September 14, pianist Nathan Carterette from Pittsburgh will present a concert of the GOLDBERG 

VARIATIONS by Johann Sebastian Bach, at St. Andrew's. Nathan Carterette has distinguished himself in the 

concert world by performing a huge range of works from Elizabethan keyboard music to music written today. 

His innovative programming has inspired audiences to approach unfamiliar music with open ears, and familiar 

music with new appreciation. Mr Carterette has performed in such venues as Weill Recital Hall and the Yamaha 

Piano Salon of New York City, the Gasteig in Munich, the Museum für Kunst und Gewerbe of Hamburg, and 

Cleveland’s Trinity Cathedral. He has been presented in several universities such as the Berklee School of 

Music, Cleveland Institute of Music, Radford University, Kent State University, Baldwin Wallace Conservatory, 

and Carnegie Mellon.  

The concert is free to the public. A free will offering will be taken. Please join us for a rare opportunity to hear 

this stunning work. For a preview, click on the picture on the left. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

UPCOMING 
 
Prayer and Picnic in the Park. 

Sunday, August 5 
Circleville Park, Pavilion #4 
5:00 p.m. 
Join us Sunday evening, August 5, as we celebrate our 5:00 Eucharist outdoors at 

Circleville Park, Pavilion #4. The service will be followed by a potluck supper. 

Picnic tables are provided, but please bring a chair if you would prefer and a dish 

of your choice to share. All are welcome. 

 

For directions to Circleville Park, click here. 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/2jkN9WZsHA42
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6L9xoA02-_s
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Fellowship Hour Takes a Break 
Please take note that we are not planning to have coffee hour July 1 or July 8 due to the 

week of Independence Day or July 15 due to Arts Fest. Enjoy all the other festivities in 

town for the holiday. 

 

Arts Festival 
 

Change in Service Times 
Sunday, July 15, 9:00 a.m. – one service only 
As has been our custom, we will have only ONE service, Rite II Eucharist, at 

9:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 15, due to the Arts Festival. 

 
Stained Glass Window Tours 
Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14 

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Consecrated in 1928, St. Andrew’s is well known for its stained-glass windows. 

designed, produced and installed by the famous Willet Studios of Philadelphia. 

Cathy Dauler will offer tours of our beautiful windows during the Arts Festival 

on Friday and Saturday. If you are visiting the Festival with friends, bring them 

by – you can treat yourself to a piece of pie in Canterbury Hall afterwards and 

you will probably learn something new about our windows. 

 
Hot Weather Alert 
Summer has arrived in Happy Valley and summer temperatures with it. On Sundays when the temperature is 

forecast to be 90º or above, the 5:00 p.m. service will be moved to Canterbury Hall. The 10:00 service may also 

be moved. This determination will be made by Saturday morning. When possible, we will notify you in advance 

by email. 
 
Community Café Needs Pies! 

We will be holding our pie sale again this year during Arts Festival to raise money for 

the continuing operation of the Community Café. Please consider donating a pie or the 

ingredients, and we will take it from there. Apple and strawberry are always in high 

demand, and rest assured we will have plenty of those! Specialty pies such as pear, 

peach cream, key lime, blueberry, and black raspberry are in even higher demand, so 

whatever you choose to donate will most certainly be appreciated and sold. 

Pies can be dropped off in Canterbury Hall on Thursday, July 12, or anytime during 

the sale. You can hand it to a volunteer or there will be room in the refrigerator. Please label your pie as to the 

type of pie, so we don't have to do a secret taste test.  

To donate or volunteer to bake pies, please contact Ron Rovansek at 714-514-8875 or Sharon Rovansek at  

574-4708. 
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AND PIE EATERS! 
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GROUPS, MINISTRIES, & COMMITTEES 
This is not a comprehensive listing; regularly scheduled meetings and events are included only if 

they submitted an item for publication. For complete and updated listings, please check your 

Sunday bulletin or weekly email. 

BOOK GROUP 

The St. Andrew’s Book Group 

meetings for July and August have 

been cancelled due to scheduling 

issues. Meetings will resume in 

September. Be thinking about 

books for the fall. 

ALTAR GUILD 
You may not spend much time 

thinking about the Altar Guild because most of their 

work takes place behind the scenes. We would like 

to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge 

two Altar Guild members whose skill and 

dedication to this vital ministry enhance our 

worship and make it possible for the rest of us 

simply enjoy the fruits of their labor. 

 

After two years as head of the Altar Guild, Dana 

Tilghman is stepping down due to increased work 

demands. Her leadership and organizational skills 

ensured that traditions and standards were always 

upheld while allowing room for change and 

innovation when appropriate. We are sorry to lose 

Dana as Altar Guild Head and offer our sincere 

thanks and appreciation for a job well done. 

 

We are happy to announce that 

Teri Smith, a long-time member 

of the Alter Guild, has accepted 

the position of Head.  Although 

Dana set a high bar, we have no 

doubt that Teri is more than up to 

the challenge. Thank you, Teri! 

 

FRIDAY FILM SERIES 
Friday, July 20, 7:00 p.m. 
Canterbury Hall 

 

The Friday Film Series presents a movie for the 

whole family – The Goonies! Admission is free and 

includes hot dogs, chips, soda, lemonade, iced tea, 

cookies, and more. Kids, bring a blanket or pillow if 

you want to sit on the floor. 

 

July Birthdays 

Kathy Hickner  1 

Linda Wallace  2 

Linda Mace  3 

Anne Jones  3 

Robin Bagby  6 

Peter Chamberlain  7 

Charlotte Wunz  8 

Patricia Jackson  10 

Julianne Ohashi  10 

Justice Okafor  11 

Patricia Hillson  13 

Kelley Paulsen  15 

Anna Jones  16 

Shirley Rader  17 

Steven Smith  17 

Mary Andrew  17 

Sebastian Mainzer  17 

Ryan Couch  18 

Meira Minard  19 

Fred Reed  19 

Dee Pawling  20 

Elena Greenland  20 

Jeannette Sabre  21 

Linda Selzer  21 

Ian Hoaglund  22 

William Dewey  23 

Carolyn Bechtel  24 

Lisa Hopkins  24 

Penny Blasko  26 

Russell Vaught  27 

Dave DonTigney  27 

Jeffrey Snook  28 

Liz Wanner  29 
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Happy Birthday! If you have a July birthday and don’t see your name listed, we probably do not 

have that information in our records. Please contact the office – we may be missing other information, too. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

These listings are for use by members and friends of St. Andrew’s and are not intended for use by businesses, 

but for individuals offering services. If you are interested in placing a notice in the August Messenger, please 

contact Allison in the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rides Wanted 

Can you help a fellow parishioner get to worship services at St. Andrew’s?  If you can offer a ride, would like to 

request assistance, or want more information, please contact Allison in the church office and we will connect 

you. We are looking for rides for the following: 

Location:  Waupelani Drive 

Service:     5:00 p.m. Sunday 

Notes: Driver must be female or a m/f couple 
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2018 Mission Trip 

 

Volunteers from St. Andrew’s will once again work with the Fuller 

Center in West Virginia to build and repair houses in partnership 

with families in need. They will leave State College Sunday,  

July 15 and return Saturday, July 21. Please keep them and the 

homeowners in your prayers throughout the week 

Kelley Paulsen 
Ainsley Paulsen 
Sarah Klinetob-Lowe 
Anne Thomas 
Susan Sutherland 

 

Oliva Ortiz 
Simon Murphy 
Keller Greenland 
Kerry Small 

 

 

 

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

208 W. Foster Avenue 
State College, PA 16801. 

Office: 814-237-7659                                                    Fax: 814-867-7959 

Email: office@standrewsc.org                                                        Web Page: www.standrewsc.org 

PRAYER LIST 

Those for Whom We Pray 

John, Joan, Don, Jane, Kevin, David, Frank, Robbie, Sara, Diane, Vicki, Anne, Robinson, Elaine, Martha, 

Fred, Joe, Christine, Lauren, Chloe, Tim, Lisa, Betty, Linda, Roberta, Lisa, Pam, Leon, Debbie, Joe, Tony, 

Rick, Dave 

Those in the Armed Forces and First Responders 
Christie, Sean, Nathan, Ted, Blake, Chuck, Jordan, Matt, Ben, Katy, Fritz, Drew, and Jenna 

Those Who Have Died 
Walter Bahr and Josephine King (mother-in-law of Liz King) 

mailto:office@standrewsc.org
http://www.standrewsc.org/

