
St. Andrew's Vestry Minutes
09/13/2022

Members Present: Fr. Jeff Packard, Julie Breuninger, Carolyn Donaldson, Barb Downs, Tom Hall 
(remote), Paul Hochreiter, Michele Marini (remote), Kitty Mussett, Amy Pritchett, 
Sharon Rovansek, Fran Stevenson    

Members Absent:  JudithAnn Rule, Sandy Schwartz
Officers Present: Julie Kwasnica
Guests:
Clerk: Kevin Lowe
Call to Order: 7:00 p.m.

I. Opening Prayer - Fr. Jeff
II. Minutes

Motion: Barb Downs;  2nd  Fran Stevenson – Accept the minutes of the July vestry meeting as 
distributed. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension.

III. Reports
 A. Rector's Report - see Attachment I
 B. Assistant Rector's Report
 C. Wardens

◦ Senior Warden: Parish Life activities include Carolyn Holt funeral; Ted Christopher 
celebration; Natalie Urban funeral and reception (upcoming). Robin Bastress will be in 
charge of funeral receptions going forward. 
▪ Other ministries are strongly in need of volunteers: coffee hour, ushers, and altar guild 

in particular
▪ Could a parish activity fair be worth doing again? Complications of ongoing pandemic 

and diminished attendance
◦ Junior Warden: none

 D. Treasurer - distributed electronically prior to meeting.
◦ New savings account line: 2021 Water Damage
◦ There will also be a new savings line for paying the choir members

 E. Committees and other ministries
◦ Out of the Cold: Fundraiser dinner coming up on 9/26; seats are available at the 

Breuningers' sponsored table
◦ Daughters of the King: Hosting a tea on Saturday 9/17
◦ Safeguarding training is proceeding, getting volunteers covered
◦ Friday Films is starting back up in October
◦ Book Group continues to meet
◦ Community Cafe numbers served have increased dramatically since the Penn State semester

began
◦ CROP Walk is October 16
◦ Compassionate Life has begun meeting again

IV. Discussion: none

V. Unfinished Business: none



VI. New Business
1. Endorsement for Ted Christopher for Ordination to the Priesthood

◦ Motion: Amy Pritchett; 2nd Sharon Rovansek – Endorse Ted Christopher for 
ordination to the priesthood. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension.

2. Replacement Alternate Delegate for Diocesan Convention 
◦ Kathryn Yahner has had to step down from being an alternate delegate
◦ Motion: Carolyn Donaldson; 2nd Paul Hochreiter – Designate Sharon Rovansek as 

the replacement Alternate Delegate for Diocesan Convention, 2022. Motion carried 
with no abstention or dissension.
▪ After-meeting business: Sharon Rovansek in fact unable to serve as alternate delegate. 

Email vote to replace. Motion: Designate Kelley Paulsen as the replacement 
Alternate Delegate for Diocesan Convention 2022. Motion carried with one 
abstention and no dissension. See Attachment II

3. Parish Representative to Out of the Cold Centre County Board
◦ Julie and Jamie Breuninger have agreed to serve jointly as parish representative to Out of 

the Cold Centre County. Both may attend meetings but will have a single vote on St. 
Andrew's behalf. Vestry confirms the appointment.

4. Draft Budget will be up for discussion at the October meeting. Committees should report 
budgetary needs as soon as possible.

Meeting adjourned, 8:37 pm
Minutes submitted by Kevin M. Lowe, clerk



Attachment I

Rector’s Report to the Vestry

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Tuesday, September 13, 2022

1. Pastoral:  1 home/hospital Communions; 1 Funeral (Carolyn Holt); 1 Baptism; 2 Funerals 
pending (Hartmann, Urban)

2. Average Sunday Attendance:  104
3. Poetry Reading Event with Panel Discussion, 7/16—fewer attendees than last year, but still 

decent, maybe 50ish people.  Wonderful discussion on environmental stewardship.  All 
three panelist happen to be people of faith and they were willing to talk about the 
connection between their faith and their work.

4. Received my PREA training at Centre County Correctional Facility, 7/19—federal training 
(Prison Rape Elimination Act) required for anyone doing any kind of program in any prison 
or jail.  I do it so I can do pastoral visits.

5. Vacation: August 1-14
6. The Village at Penn State service, 8/17
7. Next week I am starting a class through the diocesan Stevenson School for Ministry, “Make 

Me an Instrument of Your Peace: Civil Discourse Training.”
8. Lots of pastoral stuff, visits and support, over the summer
9. Arts Festival board:  Rick Bryant, the executive director, has announced his retirement.  I 

volunteered to be part of the search committee.  Rick has been a long-time friend of our 
parish.  We have enjoyed working with him and his crew over the years for Arts Festival, 
First Night, and even times when he allowed us to borrow burn barrels for our outdoor 
activities.  

10. Out of the Cold will be housing their guests here October 31 through November 13.  
Previously we believed that we would not be housing them again.  Apparently, the new 
facility renovations will not be done as they are still raising funds.  This creates an 
interesting problem with us hosting three different district’s polling places on election day, 
November 8.  Allison is in communications with the different folks about the polling places.
We believe we have a plan, but it will require one of the polls to be located upstairs.  

11. We have hired four voices for the choir.  They are Erica Harvey, undergrad voice major, 
soprano; Peter Cunningham, masters in choral conducting, tenor; Nic Stark, masters in 
voice, tenor; Austin Norrid, PhD in music ed, bass.  Walter says that Ted was instrumental 
in finding the people to fill these positions.  They all started this past Sunday, September 11.
A few of them were able to start a week or two early thanks to a private donation just to get 
them on board as soon as possible.

12. Water damage… the saga continues…  Now we think it’s the plumbing since our repairs to 
the roof this summer did not stop the wet wall in Canterbury Hall.  For weeks now we have 
tried to get a plumber to come assess the problem.  One was supposed to come yesterday 
and has now rescheduled.  On the bright side, we contacted our insurance company about 
the damage caused by the water.  They sent an adjuster and have already sent us a check for 
repairs.  Since we haven’t figured out what the problem is yet, let alone fixed it, we will stay
in contact with the insurance company with whatever we find and the work that is required.

13. Kistler Trust:  You may have seen in the CDT or StateCollege.com that plans have been 
submitted for a new high rise on the site that includes the two buildings of which the church 
holds a small percentage through a bequest.  That is all I know.  I have sent an email to the 



trustee and asked for more information, but have not yet received a reply.
14. William Hartmann funeral—I am going to Beaufort, SC this weekend to preside at the 

funeral for William.  We have supply at the 8 & 10, David Bateman, and at 5 is John 
Harwood.

15. Ongoing:  Diocesan Disciplinary Review Board; bimonthly Clergy Council Meetings with 
the bishop; bimonthly local ecumenical/interfaith leaders’ meetings; monthly meeting of 
downtown pastors; monthly spiritual direction; serving on bishop’s Task Force for 
Operations (related to COVID response, probably defunct now); serving on Arts Festival 
board of directors; writing an occasional column for CDT

16. Upcoming:  Altoona Convocation meeting, 9/14; Funeral in S. Carolina this weekend; 
Clergy supply this Sunday; Safeguarding God’s Children training, 9/25; Blessing of the 
Animals, 10/2; Evensong, 10/2; Natalie Urban memorial service, 9/8; Diocesan Convention,
10/13-15; CROP Walk, 10/16



Attachment II
Email Vote – Subsequent to Meeting

Alternate Delegate

The Rev. Jeffrey A. Packard Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 12:16 PM

Dear Vestry Folk,

At our last meeting we elected Sharon Rovansek to be the new alternate delegate to our diocesan 
convention in October.  She was replacing Kathryn Yahner who has moved out of the area. It turns out that 
Sharon is not able to fulfill the responsibility.  So now we need to replace her.

I have spoken with Kelley Paulsen who is able and willing to be our second alternate.  Our senior warden, 
Michele Marini, concurs with this choice.

I propose that we elect Kelley Paulsen to be our alternate delegate to replace Sharon Rovensek. 

Please 'reply all' to this email with either a "yes"--to confirm Kelley for this position--or a "no."  I am asking for 
a response by the end of the day tomorrow (Thursday, September 22).

Thank you,
Jeff+

Hochreiter, Paul L Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 12:19 PM

Yes

Mussett, Kitty Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 12:28 PM

yes

Michele Marini Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 2:25 PM

yes

Thomas Hall Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 2:36 PM

aye. 



Julie Breuninger Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 3:08 PM

I would like to vote Yes for Kelly.

Sharon Rovansek Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 3:28 PM

Yes to Kelley.

JudithAnn RULE Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 3:46 PM

I too vote yes! 

Sanford Schwartz Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 6:00
PM

Yes.

Amy R Pritchett Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 7:30 PM

Yes 

barb downs Wed, Sep 21, 2022 at 9:57 PM

Yes..............that's	great!,	Barb

Comcast Thu, Sep 22, 2022 at 7:08 AM

Yes.  Fran Stevenson


