
St. Andrew's Vestry Minutes
08/10/21

Members Present: Fr. Jeff Packard, Andrea deCarle, Barb Downs, Paul Hochreiter, Paul Humphreys, 
Michele Marini, Kitty Mussett, Amy Pritchett, Connie Puckett, Scott Strouse   

Members Absent: Tom Hall, Jason McCloskey, JudithAnn Rule
Guests: Julie Kwasnica
Clerk: Kevin Lowe
Call to Order: 7:03 p.m.

I. Opening Prayer - Fr. Jeff
II. Minutes

Motion: Kitty Mussett;  2nd  Paul Hochreiter – Accept the minutes of the July vestry meeting as 
distributed. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension.

III. Reports
 A. Rector's Report - see Attachment I

◦ Sound upgrade project is delayed by supply chain issues, may be 2022 before everything is 
installed

 B. Wardens
◦ Senior Warden:

▪ OOTC 11/29-12/19; intends to have their part-time employees cover the overnights 
instead of church volunteers; church will be responsible for hosting and meals 

▪ Ushering team has lost some membership; with the number of people attending, it will 
work for now to just have two ushers

▪ Coffee hour team is also looking for more volunteers
◦ Junior Warden: 

▪ Parishioner phone calls are continuing; at this point there has not been much stated 
interest in a virtual neighborhood 

▪ Parish picnic on church front lawn, 8/29; food will be packaged; Parish Life will serve
 C. Treasurer - distributed electronically prior to meeting 

◦ July expenses were high due to an extra pay period; income was low as it always is in July, 
but we are still on the right track for the year

 D. Committees and other ministries
◦ Adult Formation: book club is meeting regularly at the church; Friday Films has been 

offering a family film every other week (8-10 attendees typically)
◦ Community Cafe is evaluating whether it will be able to resume serving inside

IV. Discussion - none

V. Unfinished Business - none

VI. New Business
(a) Position Description for Nursery Coordinator – see Attachment II

◦ Motion: Barb Downs; 2nd Michele Marini; Approve the position description for 
Nursery Coordinator. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension. 

(b) Property Committee Proposal for Trinity House Brick Pillars – see Attachment III
◦ The brick pillars on the sides of the steps of Trinity House are in disrepair and have 



become a safety hazard. Property Committee has selected SLS Construction Services to
repair them and anonymous donors have stepped forward to cover the full cost of the 
repair.

◦ Vestry formally and unanimously thanks the anonymous donors.
(c) Finance Committee Recommendations for Trinity House

◦ Radon mitigation: 1. Charge the cost to Trinity House Capital Improvements.
◦ Brick pillars: Expense is rendered moot by donations (see above)
◦ Snow removal: 2. Continue to pay for Trinity House snow removal from the 

church's Operating Budget as before. 
◦ 3. Create new savings account line for Trinity House Security Deposits.
◦ Motion: (FC). Adopt the three recommendations of Finance Committee as 

noted above. Motion carried with no abstention or dissension.

Meeting adjourned, 8:01pm



Attachment I

Rector’s Report to the Vestry
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

August 10, 2021

 1. Pastoral: 2 Funerals; 1 Wedding; 1 Wedding prep ongoing; 1 home Communion
 2. Average Sunday Attendance:  85
 3. The latest guidance from the diocese follows CDC recommendations that when the local 

area is in Substantial or High transmission of the virus universal masking is indicated.  On 
Friday I issued an email to our parishioner list and we changed the signs on our building’s 
doors to reflect that change. 

 4. Community Café Board meeting, 7/15—We planned on opening for in-person dining on 
August 26.  Now, however, that we are in Substantial transmission in Centre County, and 
we are requiring masks for everyone inside the building.  I have discussed with the 
executive director, board president, and another member of the board how we will not likely
be able to open for in-person dining that day.  We will have another board consultation this 
week.

 5. Burial, 7/16; Funeral, 7/17
 6. Service at the Village at Penn State, 7/21
 7. Robin Bastress, our new acolyte coordinator, has recruited two new acolytes.  We 

completed their training.  The first one served last Sunday.  Only one of our continuing 
acolytes has returned so far.

 8. Funeral & Burial, 8/4
 9. Wedding, 8/7 (rehearsal, 8/6)
 10. Sacred Ground:  Tomorrow night is our last of the 10 sessions of this program from the 

Episcopal Church about racism.  We plan to have a follow-up session to talk about what’s 
next.

 11. Sermon on the Mount:  I will miss the session this Wednesday because of Sacred Ground.  
Our last session of this Convocational online program will be 8/18, and the author, Amy-Jill
Levine will join us.

 12. Trinity House:  All the code inspections are complete.  Crews have been working very hard 
to clean and paint the house to make it ready.  Last Thursday, 8/5, I did a walk-through with
the tenants, and we all signed the lease and other documents.  I plan to meet them on 
Sunday at noon to give them their keys.  One of the roommates backed out, but the 
remaining two were able to find a new roommate.  

 13. Reopening (Re-Membering):  
(a) We started the 10:00 service on 7/18
(b) Started food after 8 & 10 on 8/1
(c) Started universal masking on 8/8
(d) Still planning special services and events in late August and mid-September

 14. I was asked to run for the diocesan Disciplinary Board, that deals with clergy discipline 
issues.  Election is at diocesan convention in October.  

 15. On August 1 Walter Wells celebrated 45 years of serving as St. Andrew’s choir director.  
On Monday I am taking him and the rest of the staff out for lunch to celebrate.  We plan to 
have a special 10:00 service (date TBD) that will highlight our music program and be 
followed by a special luncheon.  Scheduling is difficult at this point because of the rising 
variant.

 16. Ongoing:  Diocesan Standing Committee, vicechair; bimonthly Clergy Council Meetings 



with the bishop; bimonthly local ecumenical/interfaith leaders meetings; monthly meeting 
of downtown pastors; monthly spiritual direction; serving on bishop’s Task Force for 
Operations (related to COVID response)

 17. Upcoming:  Move in of Trinity House tenants Sunday; Backpack blessing & ice cream 
social, 8/22; Picnic, 8/29; Jean Gotolski funeral, 8/28; Welcome Back Sunday, 9/12; 
Remembrance Sunday 9/19



Attachment II

Position Description for Nursery Coordinator





Attachment III

Property Committee Project Proposal




